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CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday May 28, 2024, 6:30 pm 

John Day Fire Station 
316 S Canyon Blvd, John Day, OR   97845 
(541)575-0028    www.cityofjohnday.com

This meeting is open to the public. This agenda includes a list of the principal subjects anticipated to be 
considered at the meeting. However, the agenda does not limit the ability of the Council to consider 
additional subjects. Meetings may be canceled without notice. Zoom Meeting participants should use the 
“raise your hand” feature during these times to alert the moderator that they would like to speak. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

City of John Day is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
https://zoom.us/j/95867942253?pwd=dHE5c3djSEx4OFBuZndPQU5HMGN3QT09 

Meeting ID: 958 6794 2253 
Passcode: 776959 

Call to Order:  Regular Meeting 6:30 pm. 
1. Call John Day City Council Meeting to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Amend or Accept Regular Agenda

5. Public Comments (Please Limit to 3 Minutes)
Public Comments are an opportunity to present information or speak on an issue that is not on the

agenda. Comments are limited to 3 minutes for each person. Visitors may state their comments and

should not expect the council to engage in back and forth dialogue regarding the comment, council may

either choose to add it to a follow up meeting or direct City Manager to follow up with the speaker.

6. Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to every member of the City Council

for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Council. If

separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the

Regular Agenda by request.

a. Accounts Payable through May 22, 2024
b. Appointment of Planning Commissioners for a term of 4 years ending Dec 2027

Bradley Hale 
Valarie Maynard 
Vernon Pifer 

http://www.cityofjohnday.com/
https://zoom.us/j/95867942253?pwd=dHE5c3djSEx4OFBuZndPQU5HMGN3QT09
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5/28/24 CC Agenda Cont. 

 
 

 
 
7. Presentation and request by the Change Club for the City to try and obtain a sculpture from 

the City of Portland. 
 
8. Purple Pipe Project Recommendation from Council subcommittee 

 
9. Mayor Appointment Discussion 

 
10. City Manager Comments 
 

11. Mayor and Council Comments 
 

12. Adjournment: Next Meeting June 4, 2024 (City and URA Budget) 

 
  
  
 
 



City of John Day

Check/Voucher Register

From 5/9/2024 Through 5/22/2024

Check Number Effective Date Name Transaction Amount

750067 5/9/2024 ED STAUB & SONS PROPANE 696.98 

Total 750067 696.98 

750068 5/9/2024 GRANT ESD 174.49 

5/9/2024 GRANT ESD 28.25 

5/9/2024 GRANT ESD 14.07 

Total 750068 216.81 

750069 5/9/2024 HIGH DESERT OFFICE EQUIPMENT 102.00 

Total 750069 102.00 

750070 5/9/2024 IDEXX DISTRIBUTION, INC. 360.09 

Total 750070 360.09 

750071 5/9/2024 JOHN DAY AUTO PARTS 33.38 

5/9/2024 JOHN DAY AUTO PARTS 3.79 

5/9/2024 JOHN DAY AUTO PARTS 152.79 

5/9/2024 JOHN DAY AUTO PARTS 2,261.09 

5/9/2024 JOHN DAY AUTO PARTS 1,507.39 

Total 750071 3,958.44 

750072 5/9/2024 JOHN DAY TRUE VALUE HARDWARE 6.99 

Total 750072 6.99 

750073 5/9/2024 JD RENTS & POWER EQUIPMENT INC 91.77 

Total 750073 91.77 

750074 5/9/2024 TRIANGLE OIL 28.70 

5/9/2024 TRIANGLE OIL 125.52 

Total 750074 154.22 
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City of John Day

Check/Voucher Register

From 5/9/2024 Through 5/22/2024

Check Number Effective Date Name Transaction Amount

750075 5/9/2024 BADGER METER INC. 312.27 

Total 750075 312.27 

750076 5/9/2024 CHESTERS 10.98 

Total 750076 10.98 

750077 5/9/2024 CwM-H20, LLC 4,750.00 

Total 750077 4,750.00 

750078 5/9/2024 EO MEDIA GROUP 378.00 

Total 750078 378.00 

750079 5/9/2024 PECK RUBANOFF & HATFIELD PC 7,644.05 

Total 750079 7,644.05 

750080 5/9/2024 CITY OF SENECA 141.43 

Total 750080 141.43 

750081 5/9/2024 VISA 297.04 

5/9/2024 VISA 18.87 

5/9/2024 VISA 767.81 

Total 750081 1,083.72 

750082 5/16/2024 ED STAUB & SONS PROPANE 5.00 

5/16/2024 ED STAUB & SONS PROPANE 100.00 

Total 750082 105.00 

750083 5/16/2024 GIBCO 52.00 

Total 750083 52.00 
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City of John Day

Check/Voucher Register

From 5/9/2024 Through 5/22/2024

Check Number Effective Date Name Transaction Amount

750084 5/16/2024 KJDY 349.00 

Total 750084 349.00 

750085 5/16/2024 ANALYTICAL LABS 275.42 

Total 750085 275.42 

750086 5/16/2024 MALLORY SAFETY & SUPPLY 1,014.63 

Total 750086 1,014.63 

750087 5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 2,867.41 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 100.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 180.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 60.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 2,640.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 200.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 220.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 60.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 440.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 40.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 520.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 460.00 

5/16/2024 BRYANT, LOVLIEN, & JARVIS, PC. 118.00 

Total 750087 7,905.41 

750090 5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 86.83 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 957.14 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 105.20 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 47.00 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 59.69 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 375.86 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 1,857.22 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 56.96 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 75.68 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 37.66 
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City of John Day

Check/Voucher Register

From 5/9/2024 Through 5/22/2024

Check Number Effective Date Name Transaction Amount

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 37.67 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 105.50 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 68.18 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 290.32 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 218.35 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 1,369.11 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 402.89 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 67.05 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 229.40 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 51.00 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 84.51 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 47.91 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 60.04 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 362.41 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 126.94 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 245.00 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 51.68 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 73.51 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 74.07 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 102.54 

5/16/2024 OREGON TRAIL ELECTRIC CO-OP 74.70 

Total 750090 7,802.02 

750091 5/16/2024 USA BLUEBOOK 1,177.09 

Total 750091 1,177.09 

750092 5/16/2024 EO MEDIA GROUP 114.00 

5/16/2024 EO MEDIA GROUP 114.00 

Total 750092 228.00 

750093 5/16/2024 TYLER SHEEDY CONSTRUCTION INC. 9,495.24 

Total 750093 9,495.24 

750094 5/22/2024 ACS - ADVANCED CONTROL SYSTEMS 207.50 
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City of John Day

Check/Voucher Register

From 5/9/2024 Through 5/22/2024

Check Number Effective Date Name Transaction Amount

5/22/2024 ACS - ADVANCED CONTROL SYSTEMS 207.50 

Total 750094 415.00 

750095 5/22/2024 AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, INC. 71.20 

Total 750095 71.20 

750096 5/22/2024 Baker County Pest Control LLC 185.00 

Total 750096 185.00 

750097 5/22/2024 CwM-H20, LLC 2,458.75 

Total 750097 2,458.75 

750098 5/22/2024 ED STAUB & SONS PROPANE 440.93 

Total 750098 440.93 

750099 5/22/2024 TEC COPIER SYSTEMS LLC 84.10 

Total 750099 84.10 

750100 5/22/2024 TRIANGLE OIL 184.55 

5/22/2024 TRIANGLE OIL 631.40 

Total 750100 815.95 

750101 5/22/2024 VERIZON 42.60 

5/22/2024 VERIZON 128.33 

5/22/2024 VERIZON 42.60 

Total 750101 213.53 

750102 5/22/2024 WASHINGTON FEDERAL (WAFD BANK) 14,848.64 

5/22/2024 WASHINGTON FEDERAL (WAFD BANK) 5,217.09 

5/22/2024 WASHINGTON FEDERAL (WAFD BANK) 50,076.40 

Date: 5/23/24 02:15:42 PM Page: 5



City of John Day

Check/Voucher Register

From 5/9/2024 Through 5/22/2024

Check Number Effective Date Name Transaction Amount

Total 750102 70,142.13 

Report Total 123,138.15 

Date: 5/23/24 02:15:42 PM Page: 6



 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

                              DATE ACTION REQUESTED May 14, 2024 
Ordinance ☐ Resolution ☐ Motion X (consent) Information  

Date Prepared:   5-23-24 Dept.:  City Manager’s Office 

SUBJECT:  Appointments to Planning Commission  
Contact Person for this Item:  Melissa Bethel,  
City Manager, bethelm@grantcounty-org.gov 
541 575 0028 ex 4224 

 
SUBJECT: Council Appointment to City of John Day Planning Commission 
  
BACKGROUND:  
Title 2, Chapter 1 of the John Day Municipal Code provides for the creation of a Planning Commission.  The 
Planning Commission consists of 6 members who are residents within the city limits and one member from the 
Urban Growth Boundary (UGB).   

Terms are four years.  Currently the City has 3 members who are residents within the City limits and 1 member 
who serves as the UGB representative. 3 positions remain open.  Three volunteers have expressed interest in 
serving.   

As the members are volunteer, personal information has been redacted including signatures for the safety of our 
citizens.  Applications have been received by: 

Vernon Pifer 
Valerie Maynard 
 Bradley Hale 
 

Appointed members will be to a term of 4 years ending December 2027. 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:   
Planning Commission members are volunteer and do not receive compensation.   
 
ATTACHMENTS:  Applications for Pifer, Maynard and Hale 
 

mailto:bethelm@grantcounty-org.gov


Last Update: 01/10/2022  

 

 Application for Boards/Commission  
 

 Contact Information  

Name:  Valerie Maynard 

Street Address:  

Mailing Address: Same 

City/State/Zip Code: John Day, OR 97845 

Home Phone:  

Work Phone: N/A 

E-Mail Address:  

 
 Background  

 
Years of Residence in John Day:  24 

Place of Employment:  Grant County Emergency Communications Agency (9-1-1 Center) 

Occupation:  Retired 9-1-1 Director 

Educational Background: High School graduate 
Department of Public Safety Standards and Training - Basic, Intermediate, 
Advanced Telecommunications certificate, Emergency Medical Dispatch 
certificate, Supervisor and Manager training. 
 

Prior Civic Activities: Girl Scouts volunteer – Early 2000s (uncertain on exact dates) 
Grant County Fire Defense Board secretary 2008-2020 
Grant County Emergency Food & Shelter program 2009-2022 
Oregon Public Safety Answering Point Advisory Committee 2017-2022 
Radio Communications Plain Language Best Practices Committee 2018-2020 

 
 Boards/Commissions of Interest  

 
Please check all of the following Boards/Commissions that interest you: 

 
City Council  

Budget Committee  
Planning Commission 

 
 Special Skills or Qualifications  
Summarize any special training, skills or experience you may have pertinent to the Board/Commission 
to which you are applying. 



Last Update: 01/10/2022  

 
Working as 911 Manager for the City of John Day I have 17 years’ experience with the City’s budget  
process.  And then after forming the Grant County Emergency Communications Agency under an IGA I  
was responsible for the entire budget process from 2019-2022, until I retired. 
 
 

 



Last Update: 01/10/2022  

 
 Motivation  
Discuss your motivation for serving on this Board/Commission. 
 
Now that I am retired I have the time to volunteer and would like to contribute to the community that I live in.  
I believe that I have the knowledge necessary to make a positive contribution to the City of John Day’s Budget  
Committee.  

   

 
 Special Notice  

Please be advised that members of the City Council and Planning Commission are required to file an annual Statement 
of Economic Interest with the State of Oregon. A sample reporting form is available from the Administration Office 
at John Day City Hall indicating the type of information you will be required to disclose if you are appointed. 

 
 Agreement and Signature  
By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand 
that if I am accepted as a volunteer, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations 
made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal. 

 
Name (printed) Valerie Maynard 

Signature  

Date 05/10/2024 

 
 Our Policy  
It is the policy of the City of John Day to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability. The City of John Day accepts 
applications from potential board/commission members throughout the year and will hold applications 
until vacancies exist on specific boards/commissions. 

 
Thank you for completing this application form and for your interest in volunteering with us. 











RECEIVED 

CITY OF �AY022024 

JOHN DllT 0AV

App ication for Boards/Commission 

Contact Information 
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Street Address: 
Mailing Address: 
City/State/Zip Code: Jou"-1 VAY 0(<_ 6/7F!/¥3
Home Phone: 
Work Phone: 
E-Mail Address:

Background 

I 

I . -
I·

Years of Residence in John Day: \ \ ·-f�A{Z_
Place of Employment: I fu; flf; D 

I Occupation: I 4,JY,) 3uP..Vf."f ,�0 

Prior Civic Activities: 

Boards/Commissions of Interest 

Please check all of the following Boards/Commissions that interest you: 

□ City Council

fl Budget Committee

o Planning Commission

Spedal Skills or Qualifications 

Summarize any special training, skills or experience you may have pertinent to the Board/Commission 
to which you are applying. 

Last Update: 01/10/2022 
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Motivation 

Discuss your motivation for serving on this Board/Commission. 
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Special Notice 

Please be advised that members of the City Council and Planning Commission are required to file an annual Statement

of Economic Interest with the State of Oregon. A sample reporting form is available from the Administration Office 
at John Day City Hall indicating the type of information you will be required to disclose if you are appointed. 

Agreement and Signature 

By submitting this application, I affirm that the facts set forth in it are true and complete. I understand 
that if I am accepted as a volunteer, any false statements, omissions, or other misrepresentations 
made by me on this application may result in my immediate dismissal. 
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Our Policy 

It is the policy of the City of John Day to provide equal opportunities without regard to race, color, 
religion, national origin, gender, sexual preference, age, or disability. The City of John Day accepts 
applications from potential board/commission members throughout the year and will hold applications 
until vacancies exist on specific boards/commissions. 

Thank you for completing this application form and for your interest in volunteering with us. 

Last Update: 01/10/2022 

Brad









 
 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
 

                              DATE ACTION REQUESTED:    May 28, 2024 
Ordinance ☐ Resolution ☐ Motion X Information  

Date Prepared:   5-23-24 Dept.:  City Manager’s Office 

SUBJECT:  Purple Pipe Project 
Contact Person for this Item:  Melissa Bethel,  
City Manager, bethelm@grantcounty-org.gov 
541 575 0028 ex 4224 

 
SUBJECT: Subcommittee recommendation regarding the purple pipe project 
  
BACKGROUND: In 2021 the City applied for a grant to Installing approximately 13,500 linear feet of new HDPE 
purple pipe for reclaimed water distribution along the John Day River Basin. The project (Purple Pipe) included 
a drive-up reclaimed water fill station for tenders and public use, along with distribution piping from the WRF 
to project end users, including: Malheur Lumber; local irrigators; Innovation Gateway facilities such as the 
City’s hydroponics greenhouses, future business park and proposed hotel/event center, and; the City’s 
integrated park system and future recreation facilities along the John Day River.   
 
As the Wastewater Treatment Plant experienced delays and changes to the project (see subcommittee memo) 
movement on the Purple Pipe project has stalled.   
 
At the May 14, 2024 city council meeting, staff asked the council to appoint a sub committee of 3 councilors to 
meet with the PW Director, Nick Ducote, Heco Engineering to make a recommendation to council regarding the 
future of this project.  On May 22, the councilors met with staff and contractors to discuss the project and 
options available for moving forward.  The Councilors discussion points and recommendation is reflected in the 
attached memo.     
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  Potentially the City could be required to return the expended portion of the grant 
received to date.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: Subcommittee memo regarding Purple Pipe Project 

mailto:bethelm@grantcounty-org.gov


Subcommitee Memo Re:  Purple Pipe Project 

The City of John Day Purple Pipe Commitee (City Manager Melissa Bethal, Public Works 
Director Casey Myers, Councilor Ron Phillips, Councilor Dave Holland, and Councilor Eric Bush) 
met with Doug Argo of HECO Engineers and Nick Ducote of Ducote Consul�ng on May 22, 2024 
to discuss the direc�on of the Purple Pipe Project. At issue is the way the Purple Pipe Project 
has outpaced the Wastewater Treatment Facility Project (WWTF), the lack of Landowner 
Agreements, and the business case for the Purple Pipe.  

Before the environmental-related delays of the WWTF project, the Purple Pipe Project and 
WWTF were generally on parallel development tracks. The delay in naviga�ng the Sec�on 7 
process delayed the WWTF project by two years. At some point, the WWTF and Purple Pipe 
projects have to be married back together and the WWTF delays have reached a feasibility 
breaking point with the Purple Pipe.  

Water Resources Department (the gran�ng agency) has made it clear that the project cannot 
receive more reimbursements un�l Landowner Agreements are reached. Landowner 
Agreements from Malheur Lumber Company have been infeasible to nego�ate at this �me 
because of the lack of design engineering and treatment water quality data on the WWTF 
effluent that has not been constructed yet. Other agreements and end users contemplated 
were the Golf Course and local parks.  

Another layer of complica�on on the Landowner Agreements is the Class A vs. Class B use 
restric�ons. Class B cannot be used on parks, landscapes open to the public use, or many other 
uses. Class A ter�ary treatment upgrades to u�lize the Purple Pipe system could cost $1,000,000 
and the steel tank needed to operate the Purple Pipe could cost over $1,100,000. Both of these 
elements will end up being loan-funded. In short, if the City does not build these two elements, 
then the project can save ~$2,100,000. One important note, the final decision on the necessity 
of the tank for the WWTF, apart from the Purple Pipe, will be made by the incoming Final 
Design Engineering firm.  

The business case for the Purple Pipe is based on the revenue poten�al of the reclaimed and 
treated water balanced against the costs to build and operate the Purple Pipe system. While 
much of the Purple Pipe system would be constructed with grants, but the steel tank needed to 
operate it cannot fit within the exis�ng grant budget and will cost ~$1.1m.  To truly reach the 
top revenue poten�al, the Purple Pipe would need to convey Class A water (requiring addi�onal 
ter�ary treatment). Es�mates from the previous administra�on on the poten�al revenue from 
the Purple Pipe water sales to Malheur Lumber Co. (not agreed to by the Company) is $60,000 – 
80,000/year. While the Golf Course could take Class B water for their use, the Golf Course will 
not generate much (if anything) in the form of revenue. Addi�onally, USDA may not pay for the 
Class A upgrades and previously communicated that Class A was not required, thus not eligible 
for their funding. Class A could poten�ally be added a�er the WWTF is constructed for 
addi�onal costs.  



The chart below illustrates the cost/benefits of the Purple Pipe in dollars. Debt-financed capital 
costs to annualized costs, in addi�onal to several other factors, including the increased cost of 
hiring a Class IV Operator to operate a Class A WWTF, the pumping and opera�on costs, the 
maintenance and replacement costs, and subtracts poten�al revenue. Class B offers essen�ally 
no revenue poten�al. Caveat: these numbers are not financial advice, are based on outdated 
engineering cost es�mates, and could be higher or lower in reality. They are the best es�mates 
at this �me.  

  CLASS B EFFLUENT CLASS A EFFLUENT 
Cost Category Capital Cost Annualized Cost 

(30 yrs) 
Capital Cost Annualized Cost 

(30 yrs) 
Additional 
Treatment 

None 0 $1,000,000 ~$50,000/yr 

Tank $1,100,000 ~$50,000/yr $1,100,000 ~$50,000/yr 
Maintenance & 
Operations  

None ~$30,000/yr None ~$60,000/yr (w/ 
add’l treatment) 

Increased Salary 
(Class IV 
Operator) 

None None None ~$45,000 
(w/benefits) 

Sales of Water 
(revenue) 

None None None -$60,000 – 80,000 

Total Annualized 
Cost 

  ~$80,000   ~$145,000 - 
$125,000 

  
Committee consensus: The estimated potential revenue from Purple Pipe Class A does not 
justify the up-front capital costs that will need to be debt-serviced, in addition to the increased 
operation and maintenance costs. Class B water will provide zero, or very little revenue, and 
still require a tank to be built with loan funds and operations to be funded annually. We 
recommend stopping the Purple Pipe at this time. After the WWTF is up and running, and the 
total amount of debt the City has taken on is determined, the City should revisit the Purple 
Pipe. And, prior to applying for additional funds, should have Landowner Agreements executed, 
in-hand.  
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