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COUCILORS PRESENT:
COUNCILORS ABSENT
David Holland, Councilor
Chris Labhart, Councilor
Eric Bush, Councilor
Edwin Newby, Councilor
Ron Phillips, Councilor
Sherrie Rininger, Council President








STAFF PRESENT:
Melissa Bethel, City Manager
Rob Gaslin, Contract Finance
Jeremy Green, City Attorney (Virtual)





Agenda Item No. 1—Call Meeting to Order
The City Council meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.

Agenda Item No. 2—Pledge of Allegiance
The City Council stood for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda Item No. 3—Roll Call and Attendance
All councilors were present.

Agenda Item No. 4—Amend or Accept Regular Agenda 
Councilor Labhart would like to add City website discussion to the agenda.

Councilor Bush moved to accept the agenda as amended. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed unanimously. 

Agenda Item No. 5—Public Comments
Heather Rookstool: Rookstool believes it would be beneficial to the City and Council if department heads presented updates at Council meetings once a month. She also asked if the City can follow up with an individual regarding lighting on 7th street which was brought up at a previous meeting.

Shannon Adair: During the meeting at the Senior Center, it was mentioned several times that the Purple Pipe failed because there wasn’t a project manager. Adair wanted to remind Council they unanimously approved to have a project manager and would like them to keep that in mind as they move forward with the Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Agenda Item No. 6—Consent Agenda
Items on the consent agenda for approval:
a) Accounts Payable through September 6, 2024
b) Minutes for September 10, 2024

Councilor Labhart would like to remove the Accounts Payable from the consent agenda to open it up for discussion.

Councilor Bush moved to approve the consent agenda as amended. The motion was seconded by Councilor Newby and passed unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 7—Grant County Digital Dissolution Ordinance 24-203-15 An Ordinance Approving and Consenting to termination of the IGA for joint management of Broadband network; and repealing chapter 2-2 (Grant County Digital Coalition) of John Day Municipal Code.
Councilor Holland asked how this will affect debts and assets of Grant County Digital. Green stated this Ordinance has no effect on the debt and assets of Grant County Digital.

Councilor Bush moved to approve Ordinance 24-203-15 An Ordinance Approving and Consenting to termination of the IGA for joint management of Broadband network; and repealing chapter 2-2 (Grant County Digital Coalition) of John Day Municipal Code. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 8—Rally Sale Agreement/Sale of 300 Barnes, Seneca
Councilor Bush made a motion to approve the Sale Agreement as presented pending any final revisions that are requested by the City Manager for the building at 300 Barnes Avenue in Seneca, Oregon. The motion was seconded by Councilor Newby and passed unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 9—Malheur Lumber Economic Impact and Advocacy Letter – Councilor Labhart
Councilor Labhart presented a letter regarding the imminent closure of Malheur Lumber and the subsequent economic impact it could have on the community

Councilor Bush made a motion to direct the Council President to sign the letter as presented pending review. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed unanimously.

Agenda Item No. 10—Rob Gaslin; Gaslin Accounting CPAs, PC financial update
Councilor Phillips made a motion to approve the Accounts Payable through September 6, 2024. The motion was seconded by Councilor Newby and passed unanimously.

Gaslin presented a Budget to Actual Report to Council.

Agenda Item No. 11—Appointment of Mayor
Councilor Bush believes it is time to move forward with appointing a Mayor.
Councilor Bush made a motion to appoint Councilor Rininger as the Mayor for the City of John Day. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and opened up for discussion. 

Councilor Holland stated that Council unanimously agreed to wait until the new Council members were elected to appoint a Mayor so the public could have a voice in this decision. Councilor Labhart said if this motion passes he will petition for a referendum on the next ballot.
The motion passed 3-2 with Councilor Rininger abstaining and Councilor Holland and Labhart being opposed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to Councilor Rininger holding the position of Councilor and Mayor, Councilor Bush restated his original motion. Councilor Rininger resigned as Council President.
Councilor Bush made a motion to appoint Sherrie Rininger as the Mayor for the City of John Day subject to her resignation from Council President. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed 3-2 with Councilor Rininger abstaining and Councilor Holland and Labhart being opposed.

Councilor Bush made a motion to direct the City Manager to execute the Oath of Office for Mayor, Sherrie Rininger. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed unanimously.
Bethel swore in Rininger as the new Mayor for the City of John Day.

Councilor Holland made a motion to appoint Councilor Labhart as Council President because he has the most experience. No second was made.

Councilor Newby made a motion to appoint Councilor Bush as Council President. The motion was seconded by Councilor Phillips and passed 3-2 with Councilor Bush abstaining and Councilor Holland and Labhart being opposed.

Agenda Item No. 12—City Website
Councilor Labhart would like to see the City of John Day website be updated. Bethel said that she will work on getting it updated.

Agenda Item No. 13—City Manager Comments
No City Manager Comments were made.

Agenda Item No. 14—Mayor and Council Comments
Mayor Rininger directed Bethel to open applications for the vacant Council seat. The cut off date to turn in the application is October 15th, 2024.

Adjourn: 
There being no further business before council, Councilor Labhart moved to adjourn the meeting.

__________
Melissa Bethel, CM
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